
braunability.com As the leader of the mobility industry, The Braun Corporation understands the 
importance of a vehicle that meets your needs and lifestyle. Our BraunAbility wheelchair accessible 
vans and wheelchair lifts will get you on the road and on with your life.
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Learn more about BraunAbility and the birth of the mobility industry from Ralph Braun’s inspirational book 
“Rise Above.” Sales of the book will support The Ralph Braun Foundation, which recognizes that every 
individual has the right to accessible transportation.



Sister Karen Zielinski has too much going on to let 

a mobility challenge slow her down. Whether she’s 

presenting a lecture on coping with chronic disease or 

attending a Detroit Red Wings hockey game, Karen 

relies on her BraunAbility wheelchair van to take 

her there. She just drives her scooter up the ramp, 

transfers into the driver’s seat, and hits the road. 

As someone who has lived with multiple sclerosis for 

over 35 years, Karen knows how unpredictable life 

may be, she’s put her faith in the most-respected, 

most experienced mobility provider in the industry.

FREEDOM



Keeping up with the Utz family isn’t easy. Parents 
Amy and Chris are constantly on the run  with 
children Abbie, Chloe and Michael. Whether they’re 
off to school, therapy or grandma and grandpa’s 
house, nothing slows this family down. Luckily their 
BraunAbility wheelchair van is designed to keep up 
with growing families like this one. With plenty of 

BraunAbility dealer just down the road for any service 
needs, they’ve put their trust in the right company. 

So what’s the future hold? Well, BraunAbility has its 
work cut out. Michael informed us he’ll be a race car 
driver when he grows up…and we’re not sure there’s 
a wheelchair van on the road that can keep up with 
this little guy.

She had the perfect dress, the perfect honeymoon 

A spinal cord injury just before Rachelle 

Friedman’s wedding put those plans on hold...

but not for long. With the help of her BraunAbility 

have the perfect ride as they start their new lives 

together. Whether it’s a trip down the aisle or a 

trip across the country, this wheelchair van is in it 

for the long-haul…just like the newlyweds.

DRIVING
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1962

wheelchair in his cousin’s farm shop in 1962. 
He never dreamed that the company would
turn into a world-renowned industry leader 
and improve thousands of lives.

2011

Ralph equips an old 

custom-built hydraulic
tailgate lift along with
homemade hand controls.

1966

Save-A-Step
Manufacturing
Company
incorporates
as The Braun 
Corporation with 

1972

1979

sweeps through the 
Braun Corporate 
Headquarters. The 
aftermath reveals an 

facility gutted by the 
blaze.

1981

Braun introduces the Chair Topper 
car-top wheelchair carrier.

An innovative 
Swing-A-Way 
wheelchair lift 
is introduced 
to the public.

1984

To meet the growing 
demand, Braun 
invests heavily in 
new manufacturing 
technologies and 
facilities. A third plant 
opens, dramatically 
increasing Braun’s 
capabilities.

1989

1991

The Braun Entervan 
is introduced, offering 
unparalleled ease of 
access for wheelchair 
users. This revolutionary 
vehicle soon becomes 

mobility line.

A modern vehicle 
assembly building 
is opened, housing 
production lines for 
the Entervan and 
Paratransit vans.

1994

1970

Chrysler introduces 
the full-size van. Ralph 
builds the precursor 
to the Lift-A-Way 

revolutionary vehicle.

1962

2003

Braun continues to invest in state-of-the-
art manufacturing technology, building the 
majority of components in-house for strict 
quality control.

2008

The BraunAbility brand is introduced for Braun’s 
consumer mobility products, now available at over 
200 dealer locations nationwide.

The BraunWest facility is opened in 
Phoenix, AZ, improving service and 
support to the growing dealer network 
in western states.

2010
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        GAS TANK
BraunAbility engineers designed 
a heavy-gauge steel safety cage 
that completely surrounds the fuel 
tank, channeling forces around it 
in the event of a collision.

CONTROLLER BRAIN
This BraunAbility controller is a 
high-tech device that operates 
the ramp system, kneeling feature 
and more. It is hassle-free thanks 
to built-in diagnostic software. 

        WIRING HARNESS
Another way we ensure reliable,
trouble-free operation is by
utilizing factory-original Toyota
connectors for secure connections 
in all our wiring harnesses.

        FUEL & BRAKE LINES
The conversion’s fuel and brake 
lines are manufactured to higher 
standards. Approved by the OEM, 
this leads to maximum safety and 
performance over the life of the 
vehicle.

        MANUFACTURING
BraunAbility wheelchair vans 
are built on a state-of-the-
art assembly line, ensuring 
consistent quality you can rely
on to get you where you need 
to go, day in and day out.
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3-YEAR WARRANTY
BraunAbility backs the quality craftsmanship of its 
minivans with an exclusive 3-year, 36,000-mile warranty 
and a 5-year, unlimited-mile rust-through metal 
protection on every vehicle that leaves the factory.

IMPACT TESTED TO FMVSS STANDARDS
BraunAbility products are engineered to the highest 
standards. We invest in industry-leading safety testing 
that often exceeds government safety standards.
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